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Finding a Conservation Partner

Entering in to a Conservation Agreement is a significant decision for both the landowner and the CA holder. At Ducks we take
the business of conservation very seriously. Ducks Unlimited is committed to working with landowners across Manitoba to
meet their personal and business goals. Here's the story of one of our valued partners.

Beat and Regina Gamper, Manitoba

When Beat and Regina Gamper moved to southwest Manitoba from Switzerland in 1991, their story echoed that of many
hopeful new immigrants - arriving here with few possessions and big dreams.

Beat Gamper’s stint as an exchange student in Manitoba in the 1980s “put the bug”in him to start a grain farm in the province.
When he realized that dream in 1991, Gamper was determined avoid what he says were huge mistakes farmers like his father
had made back home. He dreamed of owning a farm where nature and agriculture work together.

“| think for many people, you don't know what you've got until it's gone. My Dad destroyed wetlands on our farm in
Switzerland, and that had an effect on me," Gamper says. He remembers watching farmers drain and fill wetlands throughout
his childhood, only to realize, several years later, that this meant losing all the natural benefits those wetlands provided as
well. These days, says Gamper, there's a lucrative business in Switzerland in rebuilding those lost wetland habitats.

Although he owned only a single quarter section of land and no farm equipment when he arrived in Manitoba, Gamper was
determined to“save a piece for Mather Nature.” Over the years, he's watched this conservation ethic pay off.

“With wetlands, when you have torrential rains, you know the water is going somewhere. . . when you have a slough out
there in the middle of the field, it's feeding your grain roots,” Gamper says as one example of how wetlands help requlate his
land, even in times of drought or flood. “If | drained the wetland, the water would rush south - Id have more erosion, more
flooding. A healthy ecosystem helps your farm work.”

It appears that what's good for the land is good for business as well. From that first section of land the Gampers have now
grown their farm to 11 quarter-sections of consistently successful wheat and other annual crops. From the get-go, they
worked closely with Ducks to protect wetlands and native uplands on their lands - to the benefit of waterfowl, ather wildlife,
and their family.

As nature lovers and birding enthusiasts, restoring and protecting wetlands on their land has created many opportunities

for the Gampers to enjoy nature in their own backyard. Gamper says this and many other wetland benefits have been
invaluable. He's even put monies received from Conservation Agreements back to work for his business by paying off his taxes.
But Gamper also acknowledges that it's challenging, given the pressures of the ag industry.“We need more protection for
wetlands,” he says, supporting the creation of incentives and policies to keep wetlands in place for years to come.

Recently, the Gampers signed a Conservation Agreement with Ducks, which will protect more than 70 acres of their natural
lands in perpetuity. Gamper worked with Ducks to restore seven wetlands on his land as part of the agreement, in addition
to the 25 acres of wetlands and 36 acres of upland habitat already in existence. “l really hope more farmers will sign up with
Ducks,”says Gamper. “Ducks is a good organization. They're honest, fair to farmers and don't lure you into things. With Ducks,
farmers have a choice. And Ducks has good staff”"
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